RULES FOR CHILDREN
When someone with children gets a dog for the family it is important to note that the puppy or dog is the responsibility of the parents or adult and not the child or children.  It is the parent’s duty to help keep the puppy or dog safe, and that children should earn the privilege of playing with it and follow these rules:

1. Always approach the puppy quietly.  Let the puppy sniff the back of your closed fist first (not an open hand with fingers extended) before you try to pet it.

2. Keep your voice calm.  No screaming or yelling.  No running or jumping.

3. Always be calm and pet your puppy or dog slowly and quietly.  Talk to it softly. Pet it slowly from its head to the tail and then back up to its head.

4. No hitting or kicking.  Do not step on the dog’s toes or poke its eyes, ears or nose. No pulling its tail or ears.  No riding the dog, it is not a horse.  No jumping on dog or using it as a pillow. 
5. Do not play tug of war with it.  Play with a soft ball or toy, throwing it gently and not far.

6. If the puppy is crated, eating or sleeping, leave it alone.  Do not poke things, toys etc into the crate at the puppy or dog.  No sitting on the crate.  Pretend there is a big “Do Not Disturb” sign on the crate.
7. If the dog or puppy is doing something wrong, tell it “NO”  in a low but firm voice.

8. If the dog or puppy is being good, tell it “Good Dog” in a happy voice.

9. Help Mom and Dad by feeding your puppy or dog at feeding time.  Do not give your puppy or dog people food.   Give your puppy or dog “dog treats” if Mom and Dad say it is OK.  No feeding the dog or puppy from the table.  

10. When your puppy or dog has learned a few commands and you have been given permission from Mom and Dad  you can give it commands.  Use only ONE word commands such as “Sit”.  Only say it once and only if you know you can make the puppy do what you want.   Practice with Mom and Dad first.   Never give two commands at the same time.  No dog can “sit-down” at the same time.  These are two separate commands.

11. Love your dog but also it is just as important to respect it.  This is a new family member that needs to feel loved and welcome but also to learn its place in the family.

12. Make sure all your friends and visitors follow these rules.

Parents & Adults: 

 Most dog bites involve unsupervised children who unintentionally provoke a defensive reaction from the dog.  Parents should read this list to their children and impress upon them the importance of following the rules.  

This list is not a substitute for intelligent parental supervision, and it is important that parents do not leave young children unattended with a dog.    Your dog also deserves the same respect and protection from your children as you would give any child.

